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Being the scientist that Nick was, he was skeptical of
“He was one of the most forward looking people I’ve
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his cancer. The Pathfinders program helped Nick get
Born in Philadelphia on July 12, 1928, DeWolf
in touch with just how meaningful the relationships in
graduated from MIT at 19. He worked as an engineer
his life were. “He was an amazing spirit and loved
for GE in the late 40’s, and in the mid 50’s he left to
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become chief engineer at Transitron working on
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test electrical devices and co-founded Teradyne in
Nick said to Pathfinder Tina Staley, “This program is
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as CEO of Teradyne, De Wolf designed more than
After having gone through the Pathfinders program
300 testers, including the first computerized semifor a year while receiving chemotherapy for Prostate
conductor test system, which is today found in all
Cancer, Nick spoke openly about his mortality and
electronic products.
said to Pathfinder Staley that for the first time he
DeWolf and his family moved to Aspen, Colorado in
wasn’t afraid to die. The Aspen Times quoted him as
1971 and became immediately involved in the
saying, “A lot of people die badly, they could have a
community. In 2006, both Nick and his wife Maggie
lot better time of it”. (Aspen Times, Dec. 18, 2005).
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